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For the Correspondent. 

AprocrypHat New TEstTaMEnNtT. 

Mr. Editor :—Ina work in my 
possession, printed in French in the 
year 1770, I find a part of the Acts 
of Peter and Paul, by Marcellus, and 
two letters written by Pontius Pilate 
to Tiberius Cesar, respecting the 
crucifixion of Jesus Christ, which are 
not continued in the London edition 
ofthe Apocryphal New Testament 
published by Hone. 

The work alluded to is entitled, 
‘Philosophical, Historical, and Criti- 
cal Miscellanies,” vol. 10th. Itcon- 
tains, among other writings, a collec- 
tion of ancient Gospels, or monu- 
ments of the first ages of Christiani- 
ty, extracted from Fabricius, Grabius 
and other learned authors. By the 
Abbe B****, The contents of this 
collection are as follows : 

Gospel of the birth of Mary. 

The protevangelion, 

Two Gospels of the infancy of 
Christ. 

Gospel of Nicodemus. 

Two letters of Pilate to Tiberius. 

Pilate’s account of Jesus Christ, 
sent to Tiberius at Rome. 

Extract from the writings of John 
of Antioch. 

Acts of Peter and Paul by Marcel- 
lus. 

Twelve pages of this vol. are missing, 
which contained a part of Pilate’s se- 
cond letter; his account of Jesus 
Christ; the extract from the writings 
of John; and part of the Acts of Pe- 


terand Paul. The deficiencies of 
the latter appear to be very trifling. 
As the author in his preface to this 
collection, shows great research and 
learning, I shall give such parts of it 
as appear to throw additional light on 
the authenticity of these ancient wri- 
tings. After some preliminary re- 
marks as to style, &c. he proceeds 
as follows : 

St. Luke declares to Theophilus 
that mapy Gospels had been written 
before his which he dedicated to him ; 
and before his Acts of the Apostles. 
Notwithstanding this declaration, the 
Apostolic Councils (a 2 c. 57) have 
enjoined the reading only of the Gos- 
pels of Matthew, John, Luke, and 
Mark. St. Ireneus (b. 3. c. 11) 
gives as the principal reason for this, 
that the prophet David, in praying for 
the coming of the Word, exclaims 
(Ps. '79. 2.) —‘‘ Ye who are seated on 
the Cherubim appear!” Now ac- 
cording to Ezekiel (c. 1. v. 10) and 
the Apocalypse (c. 4. v.'7) the Che- 
rubim has the figure of four animals, 
the Lion, which designates the royal 
generation of Jesus, written by John ; 
the Calf, his sacerdotal generation, 
according to Luke ; Man, his human 
generation, related by Matthew ; and 
the flying Eagle, the prophetic spirit 
with which Mark was seized in the 
beginning of his gospel. This ac- 
counts for four dispensations only be- 
ing given to mankind : the first before 
the deluge under Adam; the second 
after the deluge, to Noah; the third 
the law given to Moses; and the 
fourth, as being the consummation of 
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all the others, regenerates man, and 
elevates him to the celestial realms 
by the gospel. Ireneus therefore in- 
fers, that there would be as great va- 
nity as ignorance and audacity in re- 
ceiving more or less than four gos- 
pels. 

St Ambrose, (Prof. in Luc.) St: 
Athanasius, (in Synapoi Scripture, 
T. 2.p. 155,) and St: Augustin, (L. 
1.de consensu Evangelist,’ c. 6. & 


’. alibi) make indeed each of them a 


different association of the four ani- 
mals, and the four Evangelists; but 
St. Jerome, who attributes the Ea- 
gle, (L. 1. adversus Jovinian & alibi) 
to John, the Ox to Luke, ‘the Lion 
to Mark, and the Man: to Matthew, 
has been followed by Fulgentius, 
(Homil. in mutalem Christi,): Eucher 
of Lyons, (L. 1. instruction,) »Sedu- 
hus, Theodolphus of Orleans, Peter 
of Riga, and by a great number of 
other moderns, both Latins and 
Greeks, as appears by Germain, a 


patriarch of Constantinople, (Theori- 
ca ecclesiastica, p. 160,) and, in 
short, by all the painters. (Joh. Mo. 
Janus hist : sacrari, imagin, 3, 13 & 
28.) These four gospels were called 
authentic, in opposition to others na- 


med apochryphal. In the appendix 
of the council of Nice, (Coneil. Labb. 
T. 1. p. 84,) it is stated that after ha- 
ving placed the apocryphal and the 
authentic books, pell melt on the al- 
tar, the fathers prayed earnestly to 
the Lord, that the first might fall un- 
der the altar, whilst those which had 
been inspired by the holy spirit might 
remain upon it; which happened 
forthwith. Nicephorus, (L. 8. C. 
23,) Baronius, (T. 4. N. 82, ad Au- 
num 325,) and Aurelius Perugizeus, (In 
annalibus abbreviatis ad Aunum, 325) 
inform us besides, that two Bishops 
named Chrysante and Musonius, dy- 
ing whilst the council of Nice was 
deld. and it being necessary to }rare 
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their signatures for the validity of the 
said council, the book, which con- 
tained the acts, divided by sessions, 
was carried to the tomb of the de- 
funct ; the night was passed in pray- 
er; guatds were placed around the 
sepulchre, inthe manner they were 
atithe tomb of our Lord; and next 
day it was found, (O ineredible !) that 
the deceased had signed their names. 

As Pope Leo I. caused (Epist. 93, 
ad Turibium c. 15,) the Apocriphal 
scriptures, which passed under the 
name of the Apostles to be com- 
mitted to the flames, a very small 
number have descended to us; and 
all that remain: of the others are the 
names, and some fragments scattered 
through the ecclesiastical. writings. — 
The emperors Constantine and-'The- 
odocius both issued edicts, ordering, 
under pain of death, all writings a- 
gainst the Christian religion to be 
burnt; yet we still find traces of the 
opposition that was made to this mea- 
sure in those days. Witness the work 
of Celsus, quoted by Origin (L. 4 Con- 
tra Celsum, ¢. 9,) entitled. * A- Dis- 
course on Truth,” in which he brings 
a reproach against Jesus for pretend- 
ing to owe his birth to a virgin; stating, 
that his mother was a poor villager of 
a small hamlet of Judea, who exist- 
ed by her labor; and that his father’s 
name was Panther, &c. 

This writing made such an impres- 
sion, that two fathers wrote seriously 
in explanation of the fact; stating, 
that Jesus had been called the son of 
Panther, in consequence, says St. 
Epiphany, (Haeres, 78,) of Joseph’s 
being the brother of Cleophas, the son 
of James, surnamed Panther; or, ac- 
cording to St. Damoscenus, (L. 4, de 
fide orthod. c. 15,) on account of Ma- 
ry’s being the daughter of Joachim, 
the son of Bar Panther; the: son of 
Panther. ‘As these surnames are not 
to be found im the ‘two different ge- 
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uealogies of Jesus, written by St. 
Matthew, (c. 1, v. 1,)and St. Luke, 
(c. 3, '¥. 23,) the church has adher- 
ed, in this respect, to the advice of 
St. Paul, (1 Timoth. e. 1, v. 4,) not 
to give heed to fables and endless ge- 
nealogies, which produce doubts ra- 
ther than the edification of God, 
which is in faith. 
(To be continued.) 


For the Correspondent. 
Curistian To.Leration. 

Mr. Editor.—I transmit you some 
farther extracts from the laws of the 
Province and Colony of Massachu- 
setts Bay. You will find them not a 
jot less intolerant against the ‘ cursed 
sect of heretics,” called Quakers, 
than those you have already published 
respecting the denial of the authenti- 
city of the Old and New Testaments. 

Sec. 3. It is ordered, that all and 
every of the inhabitants of this juns- 
diction, that have any of the books in 
their custody, that go under the names 
of John Reeves, and Lodowitch Mug- 
gleton, (who pretend themselves to 
be the two last witnesses, and prophets 
of Jesus Christ,) which are full of 
blasphemies, and shall not bring or 
send in all such books in their custody 
to the next Magistrate, shall forfeit 
the sum of ten pounds for every such 
book found in his house, the one half 
to the informer, and the other half to 
the country. And as many of the said 
books, as are, or shall be in custody, 
shall be burnt in the market place at 
Boston, on the next lecture day, by 
the common executioner. 1654. 

Sec. 4. Whereas there is a certain 
sect of hereticks lately risen up in the 
world, which are commonly called 
Quakers, who take upon them to be 
immediately sent of God, and infallia- 
bly assisted by the spirit, to speak and 
write blasphemous opinions, despising 

overnment, and the order of God in 
Church and Commonwealth, speaking 
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evil of dignities, reproaching and rail- 
ing Magistrates and Mimsters, seek- 
ing to turn the people from the faith, 
and gain prosoleytes to their perni- 
cious ways: ‘The court considering 
the premises, and to prevent the like 
mischief, as is wrought by their means 
in our native land doth hereby or- 
der, and by the authority of this court 
be it ordered and enacted, that no 
master or commander of any Ships, 
Barque, Pinnance, Ketch, or other 
vessel, shall henceforth bring into any 
harbor, creek or cove, within this 
jurisdiction, any known Quaker or 
Quakers, or any other blasphemous 
hereticks as aforesaid, upon the pen- 
alty of the forfeiture of an hundred 
pounds, to be forthwith paid to the 
Treasurer of the County, except it 
appearest that such masters wanted 
true notice, or information that they 
were such, and in that ease he may 
clear himself by his oath, when sufli- 
cient proof to the contrary is wanting. 

And for default of payment of the 
said fine of one hundred pounds, er 
good security forthe same, such mas- 
ters shall be committed to prison, by 
warrant from any Magistrate, there to 
continue till the said fine be satisfied 
to the Treasurers as aforesaid. And 
the master or commander of any ship 
or vessel that shall bring them, being 
legally convicted, shall give in suffi- 
cient security to the governor or any 
one or more of the Magistrates, ‘to 
carry them back to the place where 
he brought them, and on his refusal 
so to do, the governor or the said 
Magistrate or Magistrates, shall com- 
mit such master or commander to pri- 
son, there to continue till he shall give 
in sufficient security to the content of 
the Governor, or the said Magistrate- 

And if any person within this juris- 
diction, shall henceforth entertain and 
conceal any such Quaker or Quakers, 
or other ® blasphemous _hereticks, 
(knowing them to be such.) every 





such person shall forfeit to the country 
forty shillings, for every, hour’s enter- 
tainment and concealment,..of any 
Quaker or Quakers, &c..as aforesaid, 
and shall. be committed . to .prison.as 
aforesaid, till the fines be. fully satis- 
fied. and paid. 1657. 

_ And every person or persons, ,that 
shall encourage or defend any of their 
pernicious ways, by speaking, writing 
or meeting on the Lords day, or at 
any other time, shall after due means 
of conviction, incur the penalty ensu- 
ing, Viz every person so meeting, 
shall pay to the use of the country for 
every time ten shillings, and every 
one speaking in such meeting, shall 
forfeit five pounds. 1658. 

If any person shall knowingly im- 
port into any harbour of this jurisdic- 
tion, any Quakers’ books or writings, 
concerning their damnable. opinions, 
he shall forfeit for every such. book or 
writing five pounds, and_ whosoever 
shall dispose or conceal any such 
book or writing, and it be found with 
him or her, or in his or. her house, 
and shall not immediately deliver the 
same, to the next magistrate, shall 
forfeit and pay five pounds for dispens- 
ing or concealing every such book or 
writing. 

Sec. 7. And every person or per- 
sons whatsoever, that shall revile the 
office of Magistrates or Ministers, as 
is usual with the Quakers, such per- 
son or persons shall be severely whipt 
or pay the sum of five pounds. 

Sect. 8. And every person that 
shall publish and maintain any hereto- 
dex orerroneous doctrine, shall be 
liable to be questioned and censured 
by the county court where he liveth, 
according to the merit of his offence. 
1653. 

Sec. 9. Whereas there is a perni- 
cious sect, commonly called Quakers, 
lately arisen, who by word and writ- 
ing, have published and maintained 
many dangerous and horrid tenets, 
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and do take upon them to charge and 
alter the received and laudable cus- 
toms of our nation, in giving civil res- 
pect to equals, or reverence to supe- 
riors, whose actions tend to undermine 
the authority of civil government, as 
also to .destroy the order of the 
Churches, by denying all established 
forms of worship, and by withdrawing 
from the orderly church assemblies, 
allowed and approved by all orthodox 
professors of the truth ; and instead 
thereof, and opposition thereunto, fre- 
quenting private meetings of their 
own, insinuating themselves into the 
minds of the simpler, or such as_ are 
less affected to the order and govern- 
ment of the Church and Common- 
wealth, whereby divers of our inhabit- 
ants have been infected and seduced, 
notwithstanding all former laws made 
(upon experience of their arrogant, 
bold obstrusions, to_ disseminate their 
principles amongst us) prohibiting 
their coming into this jurisdiction, 
they have not been detered from their 
impetuous attempts to undermine our 
peace and hasten our ruin: 

For prevention thereof, this Court 
doth order and enact, that every per- 
son or persons, of the cursed sect 
of Quakers, who is not an inhabitant 
of, but found within this, juridiction, 
shall be apprehended (without war- 
rant where no Magistrate is at hand) 
by any Constable, Commissioner or 
Selectman, and conveyed from Con- 
stable to Constable, until they come 
before the next Magistrate, who shall 
commit the said person or persons to 
close prison, there to remain without 
bail until the next Court of assistants, 
where they shall have a legal trial 
by special jury, and being convicted 
to be of the sect of Quakers, shall be 
sentenced to banishment upon pain 
of death. 

To the Editor of the Correspondent, 
Sir: As the recommendations to 
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publie fasting and prayer, appear to 
be gaining ground in this country, I 
would recommend the publication in 
your journal, of the inclosed remarks 
on that subject from the pen of an 
eminent American. The Presbyte- 
rian clergy lately assembled at Phi- 
ladelphia, appear as a body to have 
observed a day of humiliation and 
prayer. With this I do not find fault. 
No class of men, in my opinion have 
greater cause to humble themselves, 
and confess their sins, than those 
composing the priesthood. But 
when, as the Presbyterian General 
Assembly have done, they dictate to 
others on this point, and recommend 
a measure which must be attended 
with great loss to a most industrious 
part of community without producing 
a single benefit, it is time to raise 
our voice against it. i. 
Fast Days. 

This practice of proclaiming fast 
days and thanksgiving days, during 
which the whole community is turn- 
ed adrift from their usual vocations, 
and allowed to frolic in idleness and 
feasting, is very common with state 
governors, and was so with the presi- 
dents of the United States, till the 
practice was put at an end to, by Mr. 
Monroe. As to actual fasting and 
prayer, or really religious thanksgiv- 
ing, I fancy no one who has lived a 
few years in the world, and has fair- 
ly observed what takes place in fact 
in consequence of these political pray- 
ings and preachings, can doubt for a 
moment their perversion to other pur- 
poses than solemn acts of religion, 
and their mischievous tendency upon 
every part of the community. They 
are days of idleness and indulgence ; 
you and your readers to whom I ap- 
peal as to the matter of fact, know 
this. Ofall the base prostitutions of 
what is falsely called religion, heaven 
defend us from political religion! 
from the hypocritical union of church 
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and state : from the mummery of wor-. 


ship, ordered and commanded when 


our rulers wish to court the clergy, 
and the clergy wish to intermingle in 
state concerns! In what part of the 
laws or the constitution of any state 
in the union, is the goyernor of the 
state, elected (solely and exclusively 
with a view to conduct the execttive 
business of a political community, ) 
authorized to command a citizen to 
go down on his knees and to perform 
religious worship, because he, the go- 
vernor, chooses to command it? Is 
this not an assumption of authority in 
ditect contravention of the rights of a 
free people under a republican go- 
vernment? In my opinion, the man 
who assumes and exercises this un- 
delegated authority, this truly arbitra- 
ry power, ought to be impeached for 
his presumption. 

What does Christ say? Call no 
man master here upon earth: stand 
fast (says the apostle) in the liberty 
wherewith Christ has made you free. 
When you fast says Jesus Christ (6 
Matt. 16) do not make a shew of it 
before men: do not fast in public tliat 
men may observe you, but let it ap- 
pear unto your father alone ; and what 
you do in secret he will reward open- 
ly. Be not like the Pharisees, hypo- 
crites, who for a show make long 
prayers: but when ye pray, pray in 
secret. Under the Jewish kings, the 
priests were in the habit of conduct- 
ing the affairs of government by 
means of public fasts, and specially 
appointed times of worship. Isaiah 
was so disgusted at this prostitution 
of a religious rite, that he declares in 
the name of the Lord, “your new 
moons, and your appointed feasts, 
my soul hateth. They are a trouble 
tome; Iam weary to bear them.” 
And who were the goyernors particu- 
larly addicted to these hypocritical 
ceremonies? These substitutions of 
rites and forms of political religion, 
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for real and substantial piety? Look 
at 1 Isaiah 10 to 17, and you will find 
they were the worst people recorded 
in sacred history ; even the governors 
of Sopom and Gomorra! Is not 
this an edifying, a glorious example 
for our republican governors to follow? 

Who has a right in a republican 
community to force us into an alliance 
between church and state? To order 
us to stand up or to kneel down, to 
turn to the east or to the west, to eat 
or not to eat at his pleasure? Isa 
governor who does so, a republican 
governor? Who appointed him to re- 
gulate our religion? Is it nota repub- 
lican duty on such an occasion to dis- 
obey him? Oh, but this is only a re- 
commendation. Isitso? Who gave 
him this exclusive and suspicious 
right of recommending when } ought 
to pray? Who has a right in a chris- 
tian community, to make his religious 
feelings the standard to which all oth- 
er christians must conform? ‘Fo or- 
der me to:pray when his conscience 
dictates, and not mine? To insist that 
I shall have a fit of political religion 
on some day assigned by himself? 
Atnd that my religion shall consist. in 
giving thanks on one day, and offering 
petitions on another ; and on feasting 
and fasting, not when the wants of na- 
tute call for it, but when his fit of cle- 
rical flirting shail deem it necessary ? 
Can that service be agreeable to God 
which is performed at the command 
of a man? 

Of all religious canting, save me 
from the canting of political religion ; 
which has about it, not one mark or 
character of true, or heart-felt reli- 
gion ; and which has no feature in 
common with. christianity. Christ 
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governors and presidents. It is one 
of the’ steps taken by this most man- 
aging body of men, (the clergy) on 
the roadto an alliance between church 
and state—the establishment of a cle- 
rical order independent of the people 
—and the glorious re-enaction of 
Tyrnes! I do not and cannot think 
well of a statesman who will thus lend 
and permit himself to become the tool 
of artful and encroaching clerical po- 
liticians. 

I have put aside as a curiosity, 
(which if it be necessary you may 
have) an address of some body or 
other of Presbyterian Clergymen, to 
the Senate of the United States about 
two years ago, expressing thei ap- 
probation of a motion. brought into the 
Senate to abolish imprisonment. for 
debt ; and suggesting how useful the 
communications of clerical men might 
be in advising and directing the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature! If they 
getia firm hold with their great toe, the 
giant body will soon follow. 

Let this question be diseussed till 
the people know it thoroughly.— 
Truth will prevail whenever it is .!is- 
covered. A Rerusiicay, 


Puriosopnicat Opinions or Certe- 
BRATED AUTHORS. 


On Advice, by Helvetius. 


Every man whom we consult al- 
ways believes that his counsel is dic- 
tated by friendship. He says so ; most 
men believe him on his word, and 
their blind confidence often leads 
them into error. It would, however, 
be very easy to undeceive ourselves 
in this particular ; for we love but few 
people, and would adviseall the world. 


says expressly, my kingdom ts not of From whence does this madness of 


this world. Our governors are deter- 
mined that it shall be. 

All this originated in the influence 
which ambitious priests, gradually ob- 
tained over popularity—hunting state 


giviag advice derive its source ? From 
our vanity. Most men have the fol- 
ly to believe themselves wise, and 
much more so than their neighbours ; 
and therefore they are pleased with 
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-every thing that confirms this opinion. 

Whoever consults us, is agreeable to 
us ; for thisis a confession of an infe- 
riority which flatters our vanity. Be- 
sides, what opportunities does our be- 
ing consulted give us to display our 
maxims, ourideas, and our sentiments, 
to talk much of ourselves, and to our 
own advantage! ‘Thus there is nobody 
who does not take advantage of it. 
More employed about the interest of 
our vanity than about the interest of 
the person who comes to consult us, 
he commonly leaves us without being 
instructed or enlightened; and our 
counsels have been our own panegy- 
ric. Thus our advice is almost con- 
stantly dictated by vanity, and hence 
we would correct all the world. 

Inthe ‘case of ignorance, there is 
no doubt but advice may be very use- 
ful; a physician, a counsellor, a phi- 
losopher; and a politician, may each 
in their separate professions give ex- 
cellent advice: In every other case 
it is useless, and often very ridicu- 
lous; because people in general al- 
ways propose themselves for a model. 
Let‘an ambitious man consult a per- 
son of moderate. passions, and pro- 
pose to him his views and projects : 
Abandon them, the latter will say ; 
do not expose yourself to dangers and 
vexations without number, but amuse 
yourself in tranquillity and peace. To 
this the ambitious man will reply, If I 
had still my choice to make, I might 
follow your advice ; but my passions 
are fixed, my character formed, and 
my habits settled: I would make the 
best of them, so as ‘to promote my 
own happiness ; and upon this point 
f would consult you. In vain would 
he add, that the character being once 
formed, it is impossible to change it ; 
that the pleasures of a manef mode- 
rate desires are insipid to one filled 
With ambition: whatever he alleged, 
the man of moderate passions would 
constantly repeat, Be not ambitious. 
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The physician may as well say to his 
patient, sir, do not have a fever. Old 
men constantly .use the same lan- 
guage. Whena young man consults 
them in regard to the conduct he 
ought to observe: Fly, say they, 
plays, operas, balls, the assemblies of 
women, and every frivolous amuse- 
ment; imitate us, and employ your- 
self entirely about making your for- 
tune. But the young man will reply, 
I am still fond of pleasure, I love wo- 
men to distraction; how then shall 1 
renounce them? You must be sensible 
that at my age this pleasure is an ap- 
petite. hatever he can say, an old 
man will never comprehend that the 
enjoyment of a woman is so necessa- 
ry to the happiness of a young man. 
Every sensation which we do not ex- 
perience, we cannot allow to exist. 
The old man no longer seeks plea- 
sure, and pleasure no longer seeks 
him: the objects with which he was 
incessantly employed in his youth, 
insensibly retire from bis sight. 
Whoever considers the ardour with 
which: men propose themselves for 
models, may imagine that he sees a 
number of persons swimming upon a 
great lake, and being carried by dil- 
ferent currents, lift up thew heads 
above the water, crying to each other, 
itis me you must follow, and there 
you must land. Held fast by chains 
of brass, fixed to a rock, the wise man 
contemplates their folly, crying, do 
you not see, that drawn by different 
currents, you cannot land at the same 
place? ‘To advise a man to say this, 
orto do that, is commonly nothing 
more than, I would actin that man- 
ner, or I would speak thus. The pas- 
sagein Moliere, You area goldsimith, 
Master Josse, applied to the pride ot 
setting ourselves up for an exmple, is 
more general than isimagined. ‘There 
is not a blockhead but would take 
upon himself to direct the conduct o1 
the man of the greatest genius. The 
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chief of the Natches, every morning 
at the rising of Aurora, walks out of 
his cabin, and marks out for the sun, 
his brother, the course he is to take. 
Every body knows the answer of 
a famous oculist: A coun 
went to consult him, and found him 
sitting at table, eating and drinking 
heartily: ‘* What must I do for my 
eyes ?” said the peasant. ‘‘ You must 
abstain from wine,” replied the ocu- 
list. ‘ But it seems to me,” return- 
ed the peasant, walking up nearer to 
him,, ‘* that your eyes are not much 
better than mine, and yet you drink.” 
‘ Truly,” replied the oculist, ‘‘ that 
is because I am fonder of drinking 
than of being cured.” How many 
men are there like this oculist, whose 
happiness depends on passions that 
must plunge them in the greatest mi- 
sery ; and yet, however, if I may ven- 
ture to say so, would be fools, did 
they endeavour to be more wise! 
There are men, and experience has 
shown that they are pretty numerous, 
who are so miserable, they can no 
otherwise be happy than by perform- 
ing actions that lead to the grave. If, 
asPascal says, habit is a second, and 
perhapsa first nature, it must be ac- 
knowledged that a bad habit once 
confirmed, will last as long as life.— 
But it may be answered, There are 
also men, who, for want of wise ad- 
vice, daily commit the grossest faults ; 
and good advice doubtless might 
make them escape misfortunes. To 
which it is replied, that they would 
eommit more considerable still, if 
they gave themselves up inconsider- 
ately to the counsels of others. Who- 
ever blindly follows them must ob- 
serve a conduct full of inconsistencies 
commonly more fatal than the excess 
even of the passions. Inconsiderate 
advice precipitates us too often into 
the abyss of misfortune. Hence we 
ought often to call to mind this saying 
of Socrates: ‘May I,” says that 
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philosopher, ‘always be on iy 
guard. against my masters and my 
friends, constantly preserve my sou} 
in a tranquil state, and obey none but 
reason, the best of counsellors!” 
Whoever hears reason, is not only 
deaf to bad counsel, but also weighs 
in the balance of doubt the advice 
even of those men who are respecta- 
ble by their age, their dignity, and 
their merit, yet consider themselves 
as of too much importance, and, like 
the hero of Cervantes, have a corner 
of folly to which they would bring 
every thing. 

If advice be ever useful, it is when 
it puts us in a condition to judge bet- 
ter for ourselves: if it be prudent to 
ask it, it is only so when it is asked of 
those wise men who, knowing. the 
value and scarcity of good counsel, 
are very frugal in giving it. In fact, 
in order to give such as will be of use, 
it requires the greatest care to dive in- 
to the character of the man. What 
knowledge is necessary for the advis- 
er to have of his taste, his inclinations, 
the sensations by which he is anima- 
ted, and the feelings by which he is 
affected? What skill to foresee the 
faults he would commit, and the cir- 
cumstances in which he may be pla- 
ced by fortune ; and to judge in con- 
sequence of this, whether the fault he 
would correct, would not be changed * 
into a virtue in the station in which he 
will probably be placed? These are 
the difficulties which render the wise 
so reserved on the article of giving ad- 
vice. Thus it is only of those, who 
scarce ever give any, that we ought 
to demand it. All other counsels may 
be justly suspected. 


Maxims. 

To separate the useful from the 
honest is imprudént; as if any thing 
were really useful that is not honest. — 
Socrates. A good man cares not for 
the reproofs of ill men. Democritus. 
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‘Magna est Veritas et Prevalebit. 
NEW-YORK, JUNE 16, 1827. 


Eaberal Principles.—We have 
been somewhat amused on finding 
that the conductors of the Antidote, 
who so very recently directed their 
envenomed shafts against the leberals 
of France, are now claiming to be 
ranked among the advocates of liberal 
principles. ‘Our object (say they) 
is to'support liberal principles. We 
intend» to support the principles of 
Christianity ; and these, on the score 
of liberality, will never shrink from a 
comparison with the principles of 
Deism: or Atheism.” Andis it so, 
thatthe so-much-boasted-of principles 
of Christianity, can claim no higher 
station than a comparison with the 
dross “‘of Deism or Atheism?” Is 
it come to this, that a system which 
they tell us excited the astonishment 
of Angels; which is extolled as the 
greatest possible display that can be 
given of.apfinite wisdom; is it to be 
tolerated, that principles so sublime, 
so exalted, so superlative as these, 
are to be reduced to the level ofa 
comparison with such “‘beggarly ele- 
ments’? as the laws of nature and of 
common sense! Is it possible that 
there should be room for a contrast 
between the precepts of a mysterious 
religion claiming to be supernatural, 
and those of a system based on prin- 
ciples which have no such pretensions, 
and which any man. of ordinary capa- 
city may comprehend ! 

Speaking of Christian charity, these 
meek and condescending Editors say, 
‘Nor has she (the Christian Church) 
ever departed from Liberality, which 
is the same thing, without losing sight 
of the precept, and the spirit of her 
divine master.” The spirit of her di- 
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vine Master, Oh! what a wonderful 
charitable spirit. ‘Take for example, 
“He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, and he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” Now there 
might have been some excuse for this 
very charitable denunciation, if a man 
could controul his belief, and give 
credit to what he pleased ; but to us 
it displays as much ignorance of hu- 
man nature as it does illiberality. 
Another specimen of this divine chari- 
ty, “And I will say to those on my 
left hand, depart from me-ye cursed 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels!” But it is un- 
necessary to multiply proofs of the 
amiable “spirit of their divine mas- 
ter,” which Christians are recom- 
mended never to lose sight of. The 
Bible is filled with them. 

The Antidote, in a tone of exulta- 
tion, challenges us to produce in “‘the 
pages of Confucius, Plato, Aristotle 
or Mahomet,” any thing more libera! 
than this, ‘‘ Do unto others as ye 
would be done by,” and “ Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me.” But are 
not the editors aware, that the maxim 
do unto others &c. was borrowed or 
rather stolen, from the writings of 
that very Confucius whom they con- 
temn, and who existed 600 years be- 
fore the supposed period of their di- 
vine master. As to that which is re- 
corded of what Paul is said to have 
heard when he fell from his horse in 
an epileptic fit, we should as soon give 
credence to the raving of a maniac. 

“Love your enemies,” is also quo- . 
ted as a proof of “Christian Charity,” 
of the ‘‘heaven born liberality,” and 
the “revealed religion” of the Anti- 
dote. To love your enemies is im- 
possible, no man ever did; no man 
does now, nor ever will love his ene- 
mies. ‘The most he can do is to 
control his actions, by not returning 
evil for evil. But even this displays 
more charity than the Christians have 
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attributed to their God; who, they 
say, consigns all who willnot, because 
they cannot, believe, to eternal tor- 
ment; while he receives those whom 
he capriciously calls his friends, into 
everlasting bliss, to be regaled with 
the rich savours of his carbonized 
enemies. 

But we are to “pray for them who 
despitefully use us.” This is absurd 
and useless. It is a downnght mocke- 
ry to tell people to do what they can- 
not, and what, if they could, would 
produce no beneficial results. Pray- 
ers, indeed, as observed by an intelli- 
gentcorrespondent, are the grossest of 
all the deceptions that have been 
practised on mankind, and have been 
invented for no other purpose than to 
render the Priests more necessary. 
They are, in fact, blasphemies against 
the Omniscient and benevolent cha- 
racter of deity. They are msolent and 
presumptuous attempts, to give advice 
to God: Nor have we ever heard or 
read any prayer that did not undertake 
to instruct God what was necessary 
tor him to do! Is he Omniscient, and 
cannot discover the sincerity of a re- 
penting soul, until it is announced by 
delusive words? Is he so deaf, or so 
often asleep, that like ‘‘Baal’”’ he must 
be attacked, or awaked by the cla- 
mour of your prayers? Or is he such 
a fool, that you imagine you can cheat 
him as easily as you have cheated 
yourselves in believing, that a whole 
life of wickedness, or disregard for 
all the moral duties, can be atoned 
for by a few senseless prayers when 
death or danger appears ? 

Instead of indulging in senseless 
declarations about “original sin,” 
‘‘free will” “grace from above” the 
‘« divine influence of religion” and the 
“out pourings of the Holy Ghost,” 
we would recommend to the conduc- 
tors of the Antidote, to set about obvi- 
ating, if they can, the objections that 
have been so frequently brought 
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against the druth of Christianity, and 
the existence of its supposed founder, 
and which have never been satisfac- 
torily answered. No reasoning, no 
doctrines nor precepts, however sub- 
lime they may be thought, can be ad- 
mitted to establish the superiority of 
a system which wants the proofs ne- 
cessary to render it unquestionable. 
As well may it be attempted to rear 
an edifice on sand, or to ascend into 
the air without artificial means. ‘How- 
ever successful they may hitherto 
have been in lerrifying the credulous 
into a belief of the divinity of religion, 
its champions must be aware, that 
this is not the age in which mankind 
will voluntarily surrender their. gadg- 
ments, to any set of men, fardess to 
a body who can show no rational au- 
thority for their pretensions, or forthe 
doctrines which they iftculcate. 

“The Man after God’s oww heart,” 
will receive a due share of attention 
in our next. 


*,* The Antidote.—We havegust 
received the 4th No. of this ‘bellige- 


rant paper. We cannot; however, 
discover in its columns any thing like 
argument, to show that Chnistianity 
is supported by rational evidence.—- 
The whole is a tissue of futile specu- 
lations, declamations, and rhapsodies, 
based on a system of error,-and such 
as we hear every day from the mouths 
of those who are regardless of proofs, 
who have no ideas but what they have 
derived from interested cheats; and 
whom the dread of offending an an- 
gry God prevents from. exercising 
their reason. It is useless, as we 
have already said, to fill our pages 
with discussions on topics which are 
of no utility, when the point mostes- 
sential to our adversaries—that on 
which the truth of their doctrines de- 
pend, is studiously evaded, and those 
topics only dwelt on, which, by dint 
of repetition, the mass of mankind 
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have become accustomed to regard 
as sacred, without having any con- 
ception of their import or meaning. 
It is im vain to tell us that God did 
this, and Jesus did that, and to refer 
us. perpetually to the Bible for the 
proofs of this, when the Bible itself, 
and the existence of Jesus, are mat- 
ters of dispute. Prove to us, not by 
hypothesis and inferences, but by 
fair admissible evidence, such as the 

itude of the subject demands, 
that the Old and New Testaments 
were really written by men inspired 
of God: make this as clear as the 
author of Nature has made the sun, 
or any other of his acknowledged 
works, and we shall subscribe, with- 
out hesitation, to every word contain- 
edin these books. But do not think 
us so stupid as to suppose that we 
can admit these books as evidence of 
their own divine origin ; or believe 
what they contain, on the testimony of 
men liable to err, or who have an in- 


terest in the support of dogmas de- 
rogatory of the character of deity, re- 


Pp t to common sense, and at war 
with the plainest principles of natural 
philosophy. Were we to offer to 
mankind a new religion, it would be 
the highest presumption in us to ex- 
pect, that they would receive it on our 
word. They would be entitled to ex- 
amine, compare, and criticise our 
facts and statements, and to admit 
only that which they, from experi- 
ence or demonstration, knew to be 
correct. If the editors of the Anti- 
dote recognize these principles, they 
will then meet us on the ground we 
have all along taken—namely, that 
their religion has no other foundation 
than imposture, and the astonishing 
credulity of those who profess to be- 
heve it without examination. In 
short, that it is, from beginning to 
end, a fable, disgusting to men of 
common sense, and calculated only 
to mislead the unwary and the igno- 


rant. We chailenge the dntidole to 
show one good reason, or to adduce 
one conclusive argument, which can 
overthrow these premises. The sys- 
tem is theirs—not ours: they are, 
therefore, bound to support it by 
something more conclusive than mere 
assumptions. 


LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE FREE 
Press AssociaTIon. 


On the Inconsistencies, Contradictions, and 
Absurdities of the Bible.---By the Secretary, 


Lecture THirp.—Continued. 

It seems pretty evident from the 
silence of the Mosaic writings, that 
the Egyptians were as unacquainted 
as the Jews with the doctrine of a fu- 
ture state; for if it had been known 
to the former, it is natural to suppose 
that the latter would have learnt it 
from them during the long period 
they were under Egyptian bondage. 
Moses also, supposing hima real 
personage, is said to have. been 
‘‘ learned in all the wisdom of the E- 
gypuans ;”’ yet, as we have seen, he 
maintained a studied silence as to 
the souls immortality. From the 
research which I have been able to 
make, it seems to me probable that 
the idea originated with the Chalde- 
ans. At least, they are the most an- 
cient nation among whom I can trace 
any notion of a future state. They 
held that there were three kinds of 
souls—-supercelestial—-irrational--- 
and rational. The first they consi- 
dered entirely immaterial—-the second 
depending on matter and perishing 
with it—and the third peculiar to the 
bodies of men, and sent from the 
moon to animate them, and assist 
their operations. If they performed 
their office well, they were. permitted 
to return to the place whence they 
came; but, if otherwise, they were 
consigned to the worst mansions, as a 
punishment for their vices while on 
earth. 
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According to the Hindoo doctrine, 

intelligence is an emanation of the 
Great Soul, residing in all creatures 
for a definite time, to vivify them.— 
The soul has three states, and two 
destiniesin each. Those states are 
waking, death, and sleep. The souls 
of those who have done good for its 
own sake, return, on death, into the 
bosom of the Great Being, and re- 
main united with him forever; but 
those of the wicked and selfish, are 
unable to disengage themselves.— 
Covered with a wrapper of fire, air, 
and ether, they suffer for some time 
in hell the punishment due to their 
faults, and then successively go to 
animate new bodies. 

Orpheus the poet, who was a na- 
tive of Thrace, and lived soon after 
the time of Moses, seems to have 
been the first who brought the orien- 
tal doctrine into Greece. “ He sung, 
(says Dr. Burnet,) of the infernal 
shades and the Elysian fields, the 
seats of the impious and the blessed, 
that so they might have somewhat to 
hope for, and dread, when this life 
was finished.” 
~ Next to Orpheus, in order of time, 
we find Thales, the Milesian, who 
was reputed one of the seven sages, 
or wise men of Greece—He was 
‘born 637 years before the Christian 
era, and defined the soul to be a 
“substance having within itself a 
power to move itself, and other 
things.” 

After Thales, comes Pythagoras, 
who flourished about 600 years be- 
fore our present era. Pythagoras 
taught that the soul is a portion of 
ether; that “ it is immortal, differing 
from life ; a self moving number cal- 
led the mind; that the airis full of 
souls, which are esteemed demons 
and heroes, who require expiation ; 
that th. soul after death, passeth into 
one body into another; and is made 
to undergo this transmigration, te pu- 
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rify it by discipline, that it may re- 
turn to enjoy its original place.” 

The year 423 before the Christian 
era, is believed to be the period when 

Socrates began to flourish. He 
taught that the soul was immortal, 
pre-existent to the body, endowed 
with knowledge of eternal ideas; 
which, however, she loses, or be- 
comes stupified, in her union with 
the body, until awakened by discourse 
from sensible objects ; that the sowls 
of the good after death, are in a hap- 
py estate; united to God in a bles- 
sed inaccessible place ; and that the 
bad in inconvenient places suffer con- 
dign punishment. 

We now come to Plato the disciple 
of Socrates, who gave a final and un- 
deniable stamp to the dogma of the 
immortality of the human soul, and 
from whom it has been delivered 
down to the present period, interwo- 
ven in the doctrines of Christianity. 
Plato was born at Athens about 366 
years before the Christian era. Fol- 
lowing the footsteps of his celebrated 
master Socrates, we find that after 
his disease, Plato continued to teach 
the same doctrines with great reputa- 
tion, and was the founder of a nume- 
rous sect of philosophers, called Aca- 
demics, who for a long period conti- 
nued actively engaged in promulga- 
ting the Socratic and Platonic sys- 
tems of philosophy. 

It was about this time that the 
Jews who had been carried into Ba- 
bylon began to investigate the reli- 
gious opinions of their conquerors, 
and to acquire some crude ideas from 
them, which gave birth to those sects 
denominated Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Essenes, into which they were 
divided shortly after their return from 
captivity. Of the Sadducees we are 
told, in the Acts of the Apostles (23, 
6.) that they denied the existence of 
angels and spirits, while the Phari- 
sees admitted both. The Essenes, 
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the test spiritual sect of all, and 
among whom the founder of Christi- 
anity acquired his puritanical ideas ; 
these reformed Jews, as they were 
called, contented themselves accor- 
ding to Josephus, with the popular 
opinions received among the Orien- 
tals and Greeks concerning the Ely- 
sian fields, in the Fortunate Islands 
in the Ocean. As to the Pharisees, 
they admitted no other rewards of the 
virtuous but a transmigration into 
good bodies; nor any other punish- 
ments of the wicked than those of the 
fiery rivers. There “was nothing, 
however, (observes Dodwell,) in ei- 
ther of these hypotheses, but what 
they. might have learned from the pa- 
gans without any divine revelation ; 
nothing that could be inferred from 
any divine tradition or any probable 
siemeaton of the scriptures; no- 
t argues any life, even of the 
sou vin heaven; nothing that 


supposes it to survive the world, or to 


continue.the same ‘ill the resurrec- 
tion; nothing that shows why it might 
not then be. re-produced as well as 
the body; nothing at all that would 
prove it immortal, even in their opi- 
nion, though it might survive the dis- 
solution of our gross organical bo- 
dies.” — 

Although from the alterations, in- 
terpolations and contradictions of the 
New Testament writers, it is difficult 
to forma correct opinion as to what 
was believed in the first ages of the 
church, we are at no loss to ascer- 
tain this fact, that the kingdom of 
heaven which the disciples of Jesus 
expected, was a kingdom in which 
they were to eat and drink ;. where 
they were to lay in Abraham’s bosom, 
(which was exemplified in the case 
of John who leaned on the bosom of 
Jesus when partaking of the last sup- 
per,) where there was to be.a resto- 
ring of the civil authority to Israel, a 
sitting at the right, and left hand of 
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the messiah, and a ruling of the na- 
tions. Even the gospels do not 
make the founder of Christianity 
speak very explicit on this subject. — 
They make him promise life everlast- 
ing and happiness to good men, and 
threaten everlasting damnation to the 
bad; but in neither case do they 
mention a soul, or speak of being car- 
ried into the pure regions of the air, 
or, in the language of divines, into the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 

We are, indeed, told that “life and 
immortality was brought to: light by 
the gospel.”” But so far from this 
being true, we have already seen that 
the idea of ummortality—of an exis- 
tence beyond the grave—was belie- 
ved and taught in the philosophic 
schools, many centuries before the 
gospel was preached. Nor does it 
establish any thing respecting the na- 
ture or essence of souls, to tell us, 
{supposing it even true) that the ex- 
istence of a future state of rewards 
and punishments was first announced 
by the Christian system.. According 
to the opinions of some of the most 
celebrated Christian theologians, the 
soul is diffused through the whole bo- 
dy ; yet they contend that it occupies 
no space; that ten thousand souls 
may dance on the point of a needle, 
and yet leave room for a million times 
as many more ; that they may move 
from place to place, and not pass 
through the intermediate space; and 
that they can penetrate every thing— 
but are impenetrable themselves.— 
To doubt all or even any part of this 
is considered a species of Atheism, 
although it is impossible to reflect on 
it for an instant without perceiving 
that it has been invented for no other 
purpose than to ensnare the credu- 
lous. Itis true, we are assured that 
souls, like wind, air, or ether, have 
neither flesh nor bones. But it is 
no where said in the Bible that they 
have not extension or solidity; while 
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almost every school boy knows that 
these qualities belong to wind, air, 
and ether. But even were it affir- 
med that souls had extension and so- 
lidity, we could understand no more 
by this than that they were beings of 
which we neither had, nor could have 
any other than negative conceptions. 

As to the hypothesis of a resurrec- 
lion of the body, Christianity can 
elaim nothing on this score in point 
of priority ; for long before the Chris- 
tian era, it was believed that Athala- 
das, the son of Mercury, could die 
and rise again at pleasure ; that Hip- 
politus was-restored to life by Escu- 
lapius; that Alcestes was raised by 
Hercules ; that Pelops, who had been 
cut to pieces by his father, was reviv- 
ed by the gods; and that Heres re- 
turned to life after bemg dead, and 
continued alive for many days. 

(To be continned.) 


Fourth of July.—The members of 
the Free Press Association, and the 
friends of liberal principles, who in- 
tend dining together on the approach- 
ing anniversary of American Indepen- 
dence, may be supplied with tickets 
and badges by applying to the Stew- 
ards, or at the bar of the Bank Lodge, 
William-street. Gentlemen at a dis- 
tance, who are desirous of participat- 
ing with the Association in the festivi- 
ties of the day, are requested to inti- 
mate their wishes by letter, to the 
Editor of the Correspondent, that pla- 
ces may be reserved for them. 








Practical. Education.—We would 
recommend it to all who entertain 
any doubts as to the vast superiority 
of the practical system of education 
over that commonly taught in our 
schools, to visit the Institution, cor- 
ner of Eighth street and 6th Avenue, 
Greenwich, under the superinten- 
dance of Mr. Jennines. If ocular 
demonstration proves any thing, it 
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cannot fail to produce its effect in 
this instance on every individual 
whose mind is not trammeled by pre- 
judice. No theoretical or specula- 
tive systems debase and enslave the 
mind. All is clear and adapted to 
the capacity of the pupils ; who, in- 
stead of being disgusted with a course 
of exercises of no utility, are taught 
to know and govern themselves; their 
physical organization developed, and 
a correct knowledge given of sur- 
rounding objects, and of every thing 
calculated to make them good mem- 
bers of society. An outline of the 
system, and containing the terms on 
which scholars are received, may be 
had at the Institution, or at the office 
of the Correspondent. 





To Covrespondents.—The * Es- 
say on the existence of the Devil” 
has been received, and will be.used 
agreeably to the wishes of’ or- 
respondent. = © YHupr 

The “Fable of the Bees,” by 
Bayle, which has excited so much 
attention, and been so frequently cal- 
led for, will be published entire in our 
next. If our limits permit, we shall 
commence in the same number, the 
“History of Samuel, calculated on 
the manners of the times, and on na- 
tural probabilities ;” translated by an 
American from the French of Vol- 
ney. 

“Thoughts on Religion,” by Di- 
derot, will have an early insertion. 








MISCELLANY. 





Turkish Cemeterres.—No peo- 
ple exceed the Turks in those religi- 
ous observances by which the mem- 
ory of deceased frends is continued 
and honoured. To frequent the grave 
of a parent, or beloved relative, to of- 
fer expiatory prayers, or to mourn in 
silence for a long time after their 
death. is a duty which a good Mussul- 








man ‘neyer neglects, and which he 
cannot perform by proxy. In the ce- 
meteries, the humbler graves are mur- 
ked by:-eypresses, planted at the head 
and feet, from which custom extensive 
groves have grown up in every possi- 
ble stage of vegetation. Others are 
distinguished by upright stones, car- 
ved for men, witha turban denoting 
their rank or occupation during hfe, 
and for women, with a plain round top. 
Tnseriptions, containing the name and 
age and some appropriate verses, are 
likewise embossed with green ground, 
very delicately wrought. Between 
some of those a chest of ornamented 
stone is placed, and filled with earth, 
in which the choicest aromatic flowers 
and herbs are planted, and regularly 
cultivated by the females of the family 
who assemble in groups for that duty. 
This mark of respect is more general- 
ly shown to the young of either sex 
who die unmarried. Itis of the high- 
est antiquity amongst both polished 
and rude nations, and none can be 
more elegant and appropriate. 

Papal See.—Pope Boniface VII. 
in the end of the thirteenth century, 
declared it to be necessary to salva- 
tion for every human creature to be 
subject to the Roman pontiff, and ad- 
ded, ‘ One sword must be under ano- 
ther, and the temporal authority must 
be subject to the spiritual power ; 
whence if the earthly power go astray 
it must be judged by the spiritual 
power.’ The same doctrine was re- 
newed and confirmed by a. council, 
under Leo X., and succeeding popes. 
Nor did the popes of Rome hesitate 
to reduce this doctrine to practice 
when it suited their political views ; 
accordingly, Pope Pius V. when he 
denounced the thunders of the Vati- 
can against Elizabeth, the queen of 
England, used the following lan- 
guage: “ He that reigneth on high, 
to whom is given all power in heaven 
and in earth, hath delivered the one 
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holy and apostolical church, out of 
which there is no salvation, to one 
only upon earth, namely, to Peter the 
chief of the apostles, and to the Ro- 
man pontiff, the successor of Peter, 
to be governed in the fulness of his 
power. Him alone hath he constitu- 
ted above all nations and all king- 
doms, that he might * harrass, de- 
stroy, disperse, plant, and build.” 
And in the same bull he declares, 
“¢ That by virtue of this authority he 
proclaimed Elizabeth to be a heretic, 
and the cherisher of heresy, he de- 
prived her of all title to her kingdom, 
cancelled the oath by which her sub- 
jects had sworn allegiance to her go- 
vernment, and prohibited them from 
yielding in future any obedience to 
her laws and commands. 

Order of Christ.—Extract of a let- 
ter from Rio Janeiro, dated April, 
1827.—“ In Independent Brazil the 
people are degraded to the level of 
the Russian Serfs. An independent 
spirit, the love of liberty, of country, 
is unknown to a Brazilian: their love 
of country consists only in the per- 
sonal advancement of each; and the 
subject clothed with a little brief au- 
thority exercises the most unbounded 
tyranny over his fellow man, and es- 
teems hima vassal, without he is de- 
corated with the order of Christ; 
which order of nobility is conferred by 
his Majesty on some of the most 
abandoned and profligate of his sub- 
jects!’ We think these were the 
fittest persons on which ‘‘ his Imperi- 
al Majesty” could confer the order, if 
it be true, as the bible tells us, that 
‘‘ Jesus came not to call the mghteous 
but sinners to repentance.’’ It is:on 
this principle, at least, that all the 
rogues who expiate their crimes on 
the gallows, become inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Prejudice.—At Malabar, and in 
other countries, widows crown them- 
selves with honour bv throwing them- 
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selves on the funeral pile of their hus- 
bands.—In France, and some other 
civilized nations, a virtuous man is 
disgraced if he is the relation of a 
person who has died on the scaffold; 
a dreadful prejudice, which few per- 
sons have the wisdom to despise.— 
When a woman degrades herself by 
adultery, the ridicule falls on the hus- 
band. True it is that the wife has for 
share something more than ridicule ; 
infamy, contempt, and shame.—In 

ingrelia, when a man surprises his 
wife in adultery he has a right to con- 
strain the gallant to pay a pig, and he 
seldom takes any other revenge : the 
pig is fraternally eaten by the husband, 
the gallant, and the lady.—Amongst 
the Turks, itis not a disgrace to a 
husband who has a wife convicted of 
adultery ; the shame falls on the rela- 
tions of the woman.—Prejudices are 
often confounded with popular errors 
and superstitions. There is a diffe- 
rence, which is easily perceptible, be- 
tween these three children of the ages 
of barbarism. Error is produced by ig- 
norance, prejudice by pride, and su- 
ition by ignorance, pride and fear. 

Lesson io Intolerants.—The fol- 
lowing prayer of Joseph, Emperor of 

a o extyacted from an old Ger- 
man work, under the title of Joseph’s 
Gebetbuck, the Emperor’s Prayer 
Book.” 

‘“‘ Q, thou. eternal, incomprehensi- 
ble Being! who art the fountain of 
mercy and the source of love! thy 
sun lights equally the Christian and 
the Atheist; thy showers equally 
nourish the fields of the believers and 
of the infidels; the seed of virtue is 
found even in the heart of the impious 
and the heritic. From thee I learn, 
therefore, that diversity of opinion 
does not prevent thee from being a 
beneficent Father unto all mankind. 
Shall I, then, thy feeble creature, be 
less indulgent? Shall I not permit 
my subjects to adore thee in whatever 
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manner they please? Shall 1 perse- 
cute those who differ from me in point 
of thinking ? Shall I spread my reli- 
gion with the point of my sword? O, 
thou! whose mighty power and inef- 
fable love embraces the universe, 
grant that such erroneous principles 
may never harbour in my breast. I 
will try to be like thee, as far as hu- 
man efforts can approach infinite 
perfection. I will be as indulgent as 
thou to all men whose tenets differ 
from mine; and all unnatural com- 
pulsion, in point of conscience, shall 
be banished for ever from my king- 
dom. 

Where is the religion that does not 
instruct us to love virtue and detest 
vice? Let all religions, therefore, be 
tolerated. Let all mankind pay their 
homage to thee, thoueternal Being! in 
the manner they think best. Does an 
error in judgment deserve expulsion 
from society? And is force the proper 
way to win the heart, or bring the 
swerving mind to a true sense of reli- 
gion? Let the shameful chains of re- 
ligious tyranny be parted asunder, 
and the sweet bonds of fraternal amity 
unite all my subjects forever. I am 
sensible that many difficulties will oc- 
cur to me in this bold attempt, and 
that most of them will be thrown in 
my way by those very persons who 
style themselves thy ministers : but 
may thy almighty power never for- 
sake me ! 

O, thou eternal and incomprehen- 
sible Being! fortify my holy resolu- 
tions with thy love, that I may sur- 
mount every obstacle; and Jet that 
law of our Divine Master, which in- 
culeates charity and patience, be al- 
ways impressed upon my heart. 

AMEN. 
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